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The Platonic fallacy
This is Joseph Hoffmann’s response to the Jesus

Seminar & the quest of the historical Jesus:
 

Crouching somewhere between esthetic sound
byte and historical detail is Michelangelo’s famous
statement about sculpture. “The job of the
sculptor,” Vasari attributes to il Divino,” is to set
free the forms that are within the stone.” It’s a
lovely thought—poetic, in fact. If you accept the
theory of Renaissance Platonism, as Michelangelo

embodies it, you also have to believe that “Moses” and “David”
were encased in stone, yearning to be released—as the soul yearns
to be set free from the flesh in the theology of salvation. You will
however be left wondering why such a theory required human
models with strong arms and firm thighs, and why the finished
product bears no more resemblance to real or imagined historical
figures than a drawing that any one of us could produce. We may
lack Michelangelo’s skill and his deft way with a rasp and chisel,
but we can easily imagine more probable first millennium BC
heroes—in form, stature, skin-tone, and body type—than the
Italian beauties he released from their marble prisons. In fact, the
more we know about the second millennia BC, the more likely we
are to be right. And alas, Michelangelo didn’t know very much
about history at all. And what’s more, it made no difference to his
art, his success, or to his reputation. That is why idealism and
imagination are sometimes at odds with history, or put bluntly,
why history acts as a control on our ability to imagine or idealize
anything, often profoundly wrong things.

If we apply the same logic to the New Testament, we stumble over
what I have (once or twice) called the Platonic Fallacy in Jesus
research. Like it or not, the New Testament is still the primary
artifact of the literature that permits us to understand the origins
of Christianity. It’s the stone, if not the only stone. If we possessed
only gnostic and apocryphal sources as documentary curiosities
and no movement that preserved them, we would be hard-pressed
to say anything other than that at some time in the first and
second century a short-lived and highly incoherent religious
movement fluoresced and faded (many did) in the night sky of
Hellenistic antiquity. The Jesus we would know from these
sources would be an odd co-mixture of insufferable infant a la the
Infancy Gospel of Thomas, a hell-robber, like the liberator of the
Gospel of Nicodemus, a mysterious cipher, like the unnamed hero
of the Hymn of the Pearl, or an impenetrable guru, like the Jesus
of the gnostic Gospel of Thomas. Despite the now-yellowed axiom
we all learned as first year divinity students of a certain generation
and later in graduate school (the one where we are taught that “no
picture of early Christianity is complete without availing ourselves
of all the sources”), I will climb out on a limb to say that these
sources are not so much integral to a coherent picture of early
Christianity as they are pebbles in orbit around the gravitational
center we call the canon. They are interesting—fascinating even—
in showing us how uniformity of opinion and belief can wriggle
out of a chaos of alterative visions (maybe the closest analogues
are in constitutional history), but they are not the stone that the
most familiar form of Christianity was made from. That
recognition is as important as it is increasingly irrelevant to
modern New Testament discussion.

So, how do we approach the New Testament? What kind of rock is
it? We know (to stay with the metaphor) that it’s “metamorphic”—
made of bits and pieces formed under pressure—in the case of the
New Testament, doctrinal and political pressure to define the
difference between majority and minority views and impressions,
once but now unfashionably called “orthodoxy” and “heresy.”

Whatever the root-causes of canon-formation, canon we have. The
Platonic Fallacy comes into play when New Testament scholarship
labors under assumptions that emanated from the literary praxis
of Renaissance humanists and then (in methodized form) fueled
the theological faculties of Germany well into the twentieth
century (before a staggering retreat from “higher criticism” by
neo-orthodox, and then existentialist, postmodern, and
correctness theologians).

The sequence of Jesus-quests that began
before Schweitzer (who thought he was
writing a retrospective!)—and the
succession of theories they produced were
honest in their understanding of the
metamorphic nature of the canon and the
textual complexity of the individual books
that composed it. The legacy, at least a

legacy of method, of the early quests was a healthy skepticism that
sometimes spilled over into Hegelianism, as with F. C. Baur, or
mischievous ingenuity, as with Bruno Bauer. But what Left and
Right Hegelians and their successors—from Harnack to Bultmann
to the most radical of their pupils—had in common was a strong
disposition to approach the canon with a chisel, assuming that if
the historical accretions, misrepresentations, and conscious
embellishment could be stripped away, beneath it all lay the figure
of a comprehensible Galilean prophet whose life and message
could be used to understand the “essence” (the nineteenth-century
buzzword) of Christianity.

Whether the program was demythologizing or structuralist
exegesis, the methods seemed to chase forgone conclusions about
what the Gospels were and what the protagonist must “really”
have been like. Judged by the standards of the chisel-bearers of
the Tübingen school, Schweitzer’s caution that the Jesus of history
would remain a mystery (“He comes to us as one unknown…”) was
both prophetic and merely an interlude in the effort to excavate
the historical Jesus. If it was meant to be dissuasive, it was instead
a battle cry for better chisels and more theorists. In the latter part
of the twentieth century, it has involved a demand for more
sources as well—not to mention cycles of translations, each
purporting to be “definitive” and thus able to shed light on a
historical puzzle that the previous translation did not touch or
failed to express. Judas, Philip, and Mary Magdalene have
achieved a star-status far out of proportion to anything they can
tell us about the historical Jesus, let alone consideration of literary
merit or influence on tradition. When I say this, I am not asking
modern scholarship to embrace the opinions of “dead orthodox
bishops” or “winners,” but to get behind the choices the church’s
first intellectuals made and their reasons for making them. The
politicization of sources, the uninformative vivisection of
historically important theological disputes into a discussion of
outcomes (winners, losers) may make great stuff for the Discovery
channel or the Easter edition of Time, but it is shamelessly
Hollywood and depends on a culture of like-minded footnotes and
a troubling disingenuousness with regard to what scholars know
to be true and what they claim to be true.

Moreover, it is one of the reasons (I’m loathe to say) why a
hundred years after the heyday of the “Radical School” of New
Testament scholarship—which certainly had its warts—the
questions of “total spuriousness” (as of Paul’s letters) and the
“non-historicity of Jesus” are still considered risible or taboo.
They are taboo because of the working postulate that has
dominated New Testament scholarship for two centuries and
more: that conclusions depend on the uncovering of a kernel of
truth at the center of a religious movement, a historical center,
and, desirably, a historical person resembling, if not in every
detail, the protagonist described in the Gospels. This working
postulate is formed by scholars perfectly aware that no similar
imperative exists to corroborate the existence (or sayings) of the
“historical” Adam, the historical Abraham, or Moses, or David—or
indeed the prophets—or any equivalent effort to explain the
evolution of Judaism on the basis of such inquiry.

The Platonic Fallacy depends on the “true story” being revealed
through the disaggregation of traditions: dismantle the canon,
factor and multiply the sources of the Gospels, marginalize the
orthodox settlement as one among dozens of possible outcomes
affecting the growth of the church, incorporate all the materials
the church fathers sent to the bin or caused to be hidden away.
Now we’re getting somewhere. It shuns the possibility that the
aggregation of traditions begins with something historical, but not
with a historical individual—which even if it turns out to be false,
is a real possibility. Even the most ardent historicists of the
twentieth century anticipated a “revelation” available through
historical research; thus Harnack could dismiss most of the
miracles of the Gospels, argue for absolute freedom of inquiry in
gospels-research (a theme Bultmann would take up), insist that
“historical knowledge is necessary for every Christian and not just
for the historian,” all however in order to winnow “the timeless
nucleus of Christianity from its various time bound trappings.”

The Jesus Seminar
was perhaps the last
gasp of the Platonic
Fallacy in action.
Formed to “get at”
the authentic sayings
of Jesus, it suffered
from the
conventional
hammer and chisel
approach to the sources that has characterized every similar
venture since the nineteenth century, missing only the idealistic
and theological motives for sweeping up afterward. It will remain
famous primarily for its eccentricity, its claim to be a kind of
Jesus-vetting jury and to establish through a consensus (never
reached) what has evaded lonelier scholarship for centuries.

The Seminar was happy with a miracle-free Jesus, a fictional
resurrection, a Jesus whose sayings were as remarkable as “And
how are you today, Mrs. Jones?” It used and disused standard
forms of biblical criticism selectively and often inexplicably to
offer readers a “Jesus they never knew,” a Galilean peasant, a
cynic, a de-eschatologized prophet, a craftsman whose dad was a
day-laborer in nearby Sepphoris (never mind the Nazareth issue,
or the Joseph issue). These purportedly “historical” Jesuses were
meant to be more plausible than the Jesus whose DNA lived on in
the fantasies of Dan Brown and Nikos Kazantzakis. But, in fact,
they began to blur. It betimes took sources too literally and not
literally enough, and when it became clear that the star system it
evoked was resulting in something like a Catherine Wheel rather
than a conclusion, it changed the subject. As long ago as 1993, it
became clear that the Jesus Seminar was yet another attempt to
break open the tomb where once Jesus lay—I’m reminded of a
student’s gospel paraphrase of Luke 24.5, with 24.42 [“They gave
him a piece of cooked fish…”] in view—to find a note that read “Gone
Fishing,” in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek. It was then that I
commented in a popular journal that “The Jesus of the Westar
Project is a talking doll with a questionable repertoire of thirty-
one sayings. Pull a string and he blesses the poor.” I was
anticipated in this by none other than John Dominic Crossan (a
Seminar founder) who wrote in 1991, having produced his own
minority opinion concerning Jesus, “It seems we can have as
many Jesuses as there are exegetes… exhibiting a stunning
diversity that is an academic embarrassment.” And Crossan’s
caveat had been expressed more trenchantly a hundred years
before by the German scholar Martin Kaehler: “The entire life of
the Jesus movement,” he argued, was based on misperceptions
“and is bound to end in a blind alley… Christian faith and the
history of Jesus repel each other like oil and water.”

If we add these to the work of the Jesus Seminar, the “extra-
Seminar Jesuses,” magicians, insurgents, bandits [the author is
probably referring to the work of Morton Smith and Hyam Maccoby], we
end up with a multiplicity that “makes the prospect that Jesus
never existed a welcome relief.”

Bruce Chilton is one of a number of scholars who comes away
from the Jesus Seminar sadder but wiser and hopes that the Jesus
Project will not be another stuttering attempt to break rocks and
piece them back together to create plausible Jesuses, as
Michelangelo created a plausible Moses for the Italians of the
sixteenth century. His challenge to the Project is fair enough. In
fact, one of the benefits we inherit from the Seminar is a record of
success and failure. It raised the question of methodology in a way
that can no longer be ignored, without however providing a map
for further study. Its legacy is primarily a cautionary tale
concerning the limits of “doing” history collectively, and
sometimes theologically, and the Jesus Project must take this
seriously.

Let me add to this commentary a special concern as I watch the
Project unfold. Jesus-research—biblical research in general—
through the end of the twentieth century was exciting stuff. The
death of one of the great Albright students last year, and a former
boss of mine at the University of Michigan, David Noel Freedman,
reminds us that we may be at the end of the road. Albright’s
careful scholarship and research, and his general refusal to shy
away from the “results” of archaeology, were accompanied by a
certain optimism in terms of how archaeology could be used to
“prove” the Bible. In its general outline, the Bible was true; there
was no reason (for example) to doubt the essential biographical
details of the story of Abraham in Genesis. Albright’s pupils were
less confident of the biblical record as William Dever observed in a
classic 1995 article in The Biblical Archaeologist. His central
theses have all been overturned, partly by further advances in
Biblical criticism, but mostly by the continuing archaeological
research of younger Americans and Israelis to whom he himself
gave encouragement and momentum. The irony is that, in the long
run, it will have been the newer “secular” archaeology that
contributed the most to Biblical studies, not “Biblical
archaeology.” New Testament archaeology is a different house,
built with different stones. To be perfectly fair, the biblical
appendix lacks the geographical markers and vivid information
that suffuse the Hebrew Bible. If the Old Testament landscape is
real geography populated by mythical heroes, the New Testament
trends in the opposite direction. For that reason, New Testament
scholars in my opinion have tried to develop an ersatz-
“archaeology of sources” to match the more impressive gains in
Old Testament studies.

The reasons for the “new sources” trend in New Testament
research are multiple, but the one I fear the most is Jesus-fatigue.
There is a sense that prior to 1980 New Testament scholarship
was stuck in the mire of post-Bultmannian ennui. Jesus Seminars
and Jesus Projects have been in part a response to a particular
historical situation. Five gospels are better than four. The more
sources we have the more we know about Jesus. Q (a) did exist,
(b) did not exist, or (c) is far more layered and interesting than
used to be thought. Judas was actually the primary apostle. No, it
was Mary Magdalene.

When we considered developing the Jesus Project, it was not out
of any malignant attempt to “prove” that Jesus did not exist. (The
press releases have done an immeasurable disservice by harping
on this as the agenda). As a Christian origins scholar by training, I
am not even sure how one would go about such a task, or be taken
seriously if it were undertaken. Yet the possibility that Christianity
arose from causes that have little to do with a historical founder is
one among many other questions the Project should take
seriously. Inevitably, scholars and critics (if not always the same
people) will ask, And just how do you go about doing that?, and
neither the answer “Differently” or “Better” will suffice. The
demon crouching at the door, however, is not criticism of its intent
nor skepticism about its outcome, but the sense that biblical
scholarship in the twentieth century will not be greeted with the
same excitement as it was in Albright’s day. Outside America,
where the landscape is also changing, fewer people have any
interest in the outcomes of biblical research, whether it involves
Jericho or Jesus. The secularization of world culture, which will
eventually reach even into the Muslim heartlands, encourages us
to value what matters here and now. As one of our members,
Arthur Droge (Toronto) mentioned at the recent meeting of the
Project in Amherst, NY, most of us were trained in a generation
“that believed certain questions were inherently interesting.” But
fewer and fewer people do. Jesus-fatigue—the sort of despair that
can only be compared to a police investigation gone cold—is the
result of a certain resignation to the unimportance of historical
conclusions.

Reaching for the stars and reaching back into history have in
common the fact that their objects are distant and sometimes
unimaginably hard to see. What I personally hope the Project will
achieve is to eschew breaking rocks, and instead learning to train
our lens in the right direction. Part of that process is to respond to
Droge’s challenge: Why is this important? And I have the sense
that in trying to answer that question, we will be answering bigger
questions as well.

_________________

(Original article: here)
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Quoting myself…
“The Jewish Problem is an epiphenomenon of the deranged
altruism resulting from the secular fulfillment of universal
Christian values.”
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An open letter to Larry Auster
Note of November 3, 2014: I wrote the below entry in April

2012 and presently am more open, though not a hundred

percent convinced, of Linder's final solution but by then I

did not subscribe such views

I have ignored you since you started to say that I share Alex
Linder’s “exterminationist anti-Semitic” sentiments. But in recent
posts of yours you keep claiming it, for example here, where one of
your commenters said:

The blogger Chechar (a Mexican) has written extensively about
this aspect of Mexican culture, but as he also has strongly
negative opinions of Jews, I expect you will not want to read
him. (He also writes at great length, even when I was reading
him regularly, I tended to skim a lot.) [Larry Auster replies:
Chechar, a.k.a. Cesar Tort, is an exterminationist anti-Semite.]

Where the hell did you get that idea Larry? Just because in a post I
gathered Linder’s hilarious rants from other blogsites? Or
because, with my typical black humor that has baffled so many
bloggers, in a post I said, “I would name Alex Linder my
Reichsführer-SS” (a post about Breivik, not about Jews)?

Don’t you have a black sense of humor, Larry? What you say about
me is libelous: and an old Jewess friend—not a friend of mine but
a music colleague of my family—that the other day hit one of your
above links is now very confused. You simply cannot quote me
saying that Jews must be exterminated, can you?

Gosh! I am starting to understand why you guys have become the
intellectual target of white nationalist sites such as Age of
Treason! Have you had the decency of reading at least some of my
posts where I blame more Christianity than Judaism for the
current Western malaise? Does this mean that I now want to
exterminate all Christians, even when one of my posts has the
provocative title “A final solution to the Christian problem”?

You better cite what I now say in this entry every time you
mention me again in your View From the Right site!
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Peak Liberalism

In the comments section of that YouTube video you can read
“Google Chechar The Red Giant for an enlightening read on peak
liberalism.”
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On Harold
Whether Covington is a problematic character or not is a
completely separate issue from the quality of his creative work. He
is a powerful novelist and myth maker, as well as a capable radio
host. The reality is that Covington has put out more inspiring and
creative work in the last decade than anybody else.

—Trainspotter
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The specter of Nazism
People who wet their
beds at the specter of
Nazis and the KKK
are just too shallow in
their understanding
of the forces arrayed
against us, and too
beholden to the
enemy’s moral
outlook and status
system, to be of any
use in our struggle.

—Greg Johnson
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Matt Parrott’s definition of metaphysics
Jason,

What does it really mean to have a metaphysical
orientation, other than being spacey?

In the most sparse and generic terms, it entails truly and
integrally believing in something which transcends self.

The ramifications of that are
tremendous. It’s that special
sauce distinguishing a woman
who purses her lips and
concludes “I agree that we
definitely need to have more
children, but we simply can’t
afford to have any more in this
economy…” and a woman who
actually has more kids. It’s the
difference between a man who
concludes “White genocide is
wrong, and I’m going to blog
anonymously about it…” and a
man who concludes “White

genocide is wrong, and I’m going to speak forcefully against it in
church tomorrow…”

On some fine day in the future, being pro-White will be the way to
be to bag that good job or make a good impression on that babe in
Accounting. One day, I’ll be able to boast that I was pro-White
before it was cool. You’ll insist that you were the “Jason Speaks”
guy on that blog who argued passionately in support of White
Survival. Nobody will believe you, because five other people will be
claiming to be that guy.

But seriously, right now being pro-White is indubitably a matter of
sacrifice. Only those who value something greater than self, those
with a metaphysical orientation of one stripe or another, are
willing and able to make those sacrifices.

There are a handful of exceptions, and there are special cases
where men have found ways to protect their worldly stations while
being pro-White. With the exception of autism-spectrum folks
who are congenitally immune to social pressure and outcasts who
latch on to racialism and antisemitism as a more provocative
alternative to Satanism, nobody with their selfish interests at heart
are going to speak out. Only people who have managed to
“transcend self” are going to win what Evola calls the inner war
necessary to win the outer war.

♣

Source: Comment in “Review of Hyperborean Home”
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Jonathan Bowden (1962-2012)
Trainspotter’s obituary:

 
This is a terrible, tremendous loss.

One cannot imagine a non-white
version of Jonathan Bowden [see
previous post]. He is something
uniquely ours, he belongs to us. If
our people should perish, the world
will not know such a type again.
Brilliant, quirky, hilarious, inspired,
exuding the passion of a thousand
suns, but also odd and perhaps sad
and troubled as well. Very, very
English.

Such was my impression, anyway. I never knew Jonathan
personally, but he always reminded me, and strikingly so, of a very
close friend of mine. They could have been brothers. My friend
made it to 39. When he left, dying unexepectedly and without
warning, he took something away that those of us who remain
would never get back. And so it is with Bowden.

Perhaps that is the price one pays to mix such passion with
brilliance. Trapped in normal life, but with a heart and soul too big
for it, or simply attuned to that which others do not see. A fire in a
barn, the life force ready to explode – or go away entirely. Perhaps
such men aren’t meant to last, but rather to use themselves up
with haste, spending themselves in a torrent, living mostly within
the rich universe of their own minds. Only the gods know.

It is entirely possible that Bowden, had he the resources and
support, could have played an even greater role in creating the
vision that we require. Our time as a people is running short, and
Bowden, his own time cut tragically short, has left us when we
needed him most. We can soldier on, and we will. Let his memory
and the work that he leaves behind inspire us to go forward with
passion and heart, to win a new world, and in the meantime to
support those wonderful, talented misfits as they arise, and while
we still have them. They will not last forever. Of course, no man
does, but the sort of which I speak seems particularly prone to the
candle burning brightly, but briefly.

Many have said that preserving the beauty of the Aryan female is
powerful incentive for preserving our people, and frankly, that’s
always been quite good enough for me. Still is. But I’ll also derive
some comfort from the fact that, when we secure the existence of
our people, there will be more Bowdens down the road. Not often,
and not many, but some. That will be good too.

Rest in peace, comrade.

______________

Source: Comment at Counter-Currents
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Bowden (1962-2012)
Jonathan Bowden was the best orator of white nationalist circles.

Excerpted from a long transcript of 11,000 words, below I reproduce only a
few sentences of a relatively recent speech of Bowden in California. It
resonates with what another Briton, Kenneth Clark, said in his Civilisation
series: that what kills civilisations is, above all, lack of self-confidence.

Before an American nationalist audience, Bowden said:

Since the Second World War,
White Europeans have felt guilty
about being themselves and
have been made to feel guilty
and are being encouraged to feel
guiltier than they have at any
other time in their history.
There is no period in our history
where we have faced such
evident self-hatred.

It’s quite shocking how, since
1960—I was born in 1962—the
West has lost its fiber. Fifty
years, a blip historically: it’s a

click of the fingers. And yet for fifty years we’ve seen nothing but
funk, nothing but a failure of nerve.

Now, let’s unpackage this a bit. Communism in the 20th century
killed tens of millions. Tens of millions. Mao said, after the
laborious translation had intervened, “I’m rather proud of it,
actually”; proud of being the worst mass murderer in human
history.

♣

It used to be only B-listed Hollywood films that would show a
powerful Black executive President ruling in the Oval Office.
Almost a psychic preparation for the real thing. And now the real
thing has occurred. With the Obama Presidency, you see the
future the United States writ large.

So the most powerful Western country is now led by a non-
Westerner. Something which would’ve been unthinkable in the
1960s, I would imagine; unthinkable in the 1970s, but is now
evidently thinkable and thinkable to such a degree that I think a
lot of the anger about it which is manifested in Libertarian
currents like the Tea Party movement, seems to have evaporated.

When you give up the control of a state for duration—particularly
the control of the most powerful republic the world has ever seen
—you’re partly doomed when you’ve done that.

It is true that the United States is in a radical—and from a
European perspective, terminal—decline. Partly because the
European empires of the past: British, French, Dutch, Spanish,
German and elsewhere, can see the writing on the wall. All of the
precedents: of indebtedness, of being beholden to China in
relation to the manipulation of the debt and its economic
management, by having an ally such as Israel that wags the tail of
the dog to such a degree that it’s almost in charge of the Middle
Eastern policy of the United States of America.

If you allow your culture to be transparently disfigured by forces
which are external and internal to it, and which you could have
controlled in previous incarnations, you will witness your own
death knell. And you will witness it in your own lifetime.

♣

Political correctness is a methodology and a grammar. It is
designed to restrict the prospect of a thought before the thought is
even enunciated. Chairman Mao had the idea of “magic words.”
Magic words. “Racism” is a magic word. Use it, and people fall
apart. People begin to disengage even from their own desire to
defend themselves. All of the other “–isms”: sexism, disableism,
classism, ageism, homophobia, islamaphobia, all the others are
pale reflections, in other and slightly less crucial areas, of the
original one: “racism.”

“Racism” is a term developed by Leon Trotsky in an article in the
Left oppositionist journal in the Soviet Union in 1926 or 1927. It is
now universalized from its dissentient communist origins—don’t
forget Trotsky was on the way out of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union as Stalin engineered his disposal and the disposal
the Left opposition that he led—and that word has been extracted
now to such a degree that it is a universal. It’s universal, it’s
become a moral lexicon of engagement and disengagement. If you
wish to condemn somebody in contemporary discourse, you say
that they are racist. And there’s a degree to which nobody can
refute you’re saying in the present dispensation.

You have a situation now where people have so loaded upon
themselves the untrammeled forces of guilt and the absence of
self-preservation that almost any healthy instinctual or virile
capacity is beyond them, except as a reaction to a prior threat.

Only when we recover the sense of dynamism that we seem to
have partly lost will we have a future: here in the United States,
here in California, or in the Western World as a whole. Many other
groups in this world wonder about what is happening to us;
wonder what has happened to our energy. Don’t be surprised if
you learn that many of the elites in foreign countries, in India and
China and so on, view with bemused amazement the trajectory of
the present West, the degree to which the West is so self-hating:
about its own music, about its own art, about its own architecture,
about its own military history.

♣

Why won’t Caucasian and European people wake up to
Eurocentric verities? One of the major halting elements in the re-
energization of our own people is the mass media. Then there’s
just the effect of “prole-feed” as George Orwell called it in 1984.

Only when you can break through the carapace of the mass media,
with all its multiple Gorgon-like heads and its Hydra-like
amphitheater—only when you can break through that, using the
Internet, have you a chance to embolden the necessary vanguard
of our own population.

♣

What is happening here and elsewhere in the West is the biggest
test that Western people have faced for a very long period. In the
past threats are always perceived as external. All the enemies that
we now face are internal. And the biggest enemies that we face are
in our own minds. The feeling that we shouldn’t say this, shouldn’t
write this, shouldn’t speak this, shouldn’t think this. These are the
biggest enemies that we have. We’re too riddled with post-
Christian guilt. We’re too riddled with philo-Semitism. We’re too
riddled with a sense of failure, funk, and futility in relation to the
European, the Classical, and the High Middle Ages. We’re too
defensive. We’re not aggressive and assertive enough as a group.

What will it take for the bulk of people who leave Western
universities to have the middle or common denominator view of
the people in this room? It will take an earthquake. But it’s not
that difficult to achieve, once you get people thinking in a
dissentient way.

I was involved with a nationalist party in Britain for quite a long
time. With a project that has seemed to fail and have come to
nothing, even though people were elected to the European
Parliament. But at the end of the day people are only changed
when their cultural sensibilities shifts. And when there is a release
of energy, and a release of power, and a release of self-assertion.
That is the change that you seek. Electoral change and advantage
results from that, rather than the other way around. Getting a few
people elected will not suffice, in my view, at the present time.
What will suffice is a counter-current, and a counter-cultural
revolution, which reverses the processes of the 1960s.

The Marxians have marched through the institutions of the last 50
years because the doors were swinging open for them. They hardly
had to kick them down because they were swinging open for them.

All the doors are shut to us. We must find ways to work our way
around these doors and reconnect with the new minds of our
upcoming generations.

One of the reasons that this will happen is that people in the
Western world at the moment are chronically bored. There’s a
boredom that has settled upon our people. You can sense it.
There’s a spiritual torpor out there. And the most exciting ideas,
the most threatening ideas, the most psychopathological ideas, the
ideas which are beyond all other ideas, are the ideas which are in
this room. They are the most dangerous ideas and therefore they
have a subtle attraction to radical and dissident minds.

But there is a natural tendency to kick; there is a natural tendency
to kick against the system which is in place. And politically correct
Liberalism is an enormous target to be attacked. And it is fun to
attack it. And it is life-affirming to attack it.

And my view is that people will be attracted in the future not by
reason. They will read up with their reason once they have decided
to emotionally commit. The important thing is to get people
emotionally. The power of irrational belief is immensely powerful.
Far more powerful than the anything the Left can offer.

If you can tap these forces of—in some respects—codified
irrationalism, if you can bring them to the surface, if you can
bottle them, you will tap the energies of future generations of
majority Americans. And you will do so because it appears to be
extraordinarily interesting. More interesting than anything else.
More threatening than anything else. More shocking than
anything else. And that is something that the Right should actually
in my view heighten, in a civilized and persuasive way.

One should never lose sight of the reason that people are opposed
to our ideas is because they are thrilled to be frightened by them.
They are thrilled to be appalled by them. It is the political
equivalent of Satanism to many people. I’m saying nothing that is
at all original. And in doing so we actually make ourselves
tremendously attractive at certain levels of consciousness—not to
some Southern Baptist chapter, admittedly. But you make yourself
tremendously psychologically appealing. You may not have a halo
over your head but you are transfigured in a sort of dark and
sepulchral light, which makes you deeply spiritually ambivalent to
people who exist now. And that contains the prospect of growth
and the prospect of renewal.

Thank you very much!
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Clark’s humanness
From Kenneth Clark’s The Other Half: A Self-Portrait (ellipsis omitted
between unquoted excerpts):

The last words of the programme were shot in Saltwood, in my
study. As if in sympathy the camera broke down, and a new one
had to be sent from London. But at last the final words were
spoken, including the prophetic lines by Yeats, which I had heard
him read soon after he had written them; I walked in to my
library, patted a wooden figure by Henry Moore, as if to imply that
there still was hope, and out of shot.

It was all over. The
crew came over to the
Castle for a drink. We
had become a band of
brothers and were
not far from tears at
the thought that we
should not meet
again. I may be

fanciful, but I think something of this feeling of comradeship is
perceptible in the film. It seems ridiculous to say that the happiest
years of my life took place when I was sixty-eight, but so it was.

♣

The communication with simple people was one of the things
about the programmes that particularly annoyed intellectuals of
the left, who believed that they had a prescriptive right to speak to
the working classes. Academics were furious at the simplification
of their labours. In fact my approach to history was unconsciously
different from that now in favour in universities, which sees all
historical change as the result of economic and communal
pressures. I believe in the importance of individuals, and am a
natural hero-worshiper. Each programme had its hero—
Charlemagne, the Abbot Suger, Alberti, Erasmus, Luther and
Montaigne, Mozart, Voltaire, Jefferson, Rousseau, Wordsworth,
and finally Brunel. One whole programme is called The Hero as
Artist. The majority of people share my taste for heroes, and so
were glad of an historical survey that emphasised outstanding
individuals rather than economic trends.

When the series was shown in the U.S.A. things got out of hand.
The number of letters quadrupled, and some of them were rather
dotty.

When I arrived in Georgetown to stay with my old friends David
and Margie Finley, Carter Brown, the Director of the Gallery
[National Gallery at Washington], rang me to say ‘For God’s sake
don’t go in through the front door. You’ll be mobbed’. I went in by
the back door and down a long underground corridor to a press
conference. After it was over I was led back along the same
corridor so that I might walk the whole length of the Gallery
upstairs. It was the most terrible experience in my life. All the
galleries were crammed full of people who stood up and roared at
me, waving their hands and stretching them out towards me.

I then went downstairs and retired to the ‘gents’, where I burst
into tears. I sobbed and howled for a quarter of an hour. I suppose
politicians quite enjoy this kind of experience, and don’t get it
often enough. The Saints certainly enjoyed it, but saints are very
tough eggs. To me it was utterly humiliating. It simply made me
feel a hoax. I came up to lunch with red eyes, and tried to put the
experience out of my mind. But, as the reader will have realised, it
would not let go, and has not gone. And I record it because I must
be one of the few ordinary, normal men on whom this kind of
experience has been inflicted. The Finleys drove me home in
silence. They felt as embarrassed as I did.

Speech on receiving the National Gallery of Art medal

When I tried to read the great German philosophers, I turned over
the pages of Kant and Hegel, and I couldn’t make head or tail of
them. I felt absolutely frustrated and humiliated, but I had to go
until I thought I understood something, and at least acquired a
new mental process.

Now although I believe that this part of education is the most
important part, it has a great defect. One may achieve intellectual
discipline, but one doesn’t remember a single thing that one learnt
in that way, because one doesn’t absorb it. I can’t translate the
simplest Latin inscription, and if you ask me what Kant’s Critique
of Pure Reason is about I couldn’t tell you.

Education has another aspect—what you learn through delight. It
is by falling in love with a subject, a period, a style, an individual
hero, that one absorbs something so that it becomes a part of one’s
living tissue, and one never forgets it. ‘Give all to love,’ your great
underrated poet said. It’s true of education as well of life. And the
first advice I would give to any young person is, when you fall in
love with Roman baroque or with the essays of Montaigne or with
whatever it may be, give up everything to study that one, all-
absorbing theme of the moment, because your mind is in a plastic
condition. A plastic period usually takes place between the ages of
about fifteen to the age of twenty-two; and anyone who is learning
at that moment will never forget what he has learnt. Read and
read, look and look; you will never be able to do it so intensely
again. I often wonder if in the last fifty years of grubbing away and
reading in galleries and libraries I’ve learned anything compared
to what came to me in those plastic moments.

My goodness, if people really began to be sceptical and use their
minds, in order to see through cant and humbug and after self-
serving lies, advertisers and public relations men and a number of
politicians, and even a few favourable philosophers, would be out
of business. And the way that education does this is not only by
training people to use their minds, but by teaching them history.
When you read history you learn that people in the past were just
as clever as we are, in fact at some periods they were a good deal
cleverer.

I would like to think that these programmes have done two things:
they have made people feel that they are part of a great human
achievement, and be proud of it, and they have made them feel
humble in thinking of the great men of the past.
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This site in a nutshell: here.
See also “The 14 words” and
“New tablets of stone”.

The Fair Race’s Darkest
Hour is a compilation of
texts by seventeen authors
that changed my world-
view. A softcover edition of
the book is available: here.

A translation of the work of
Karlheinz Deschner on the
criminal history of
Christianity is available:
here.

Thomas Goodrich’s
Hellstorm is the most
important book of the 21st
century.

Its subject-matter:
the Holocaust
perpetrated by the

Allied forces on the
Germans, civilians included
(here).
 

Here: an SS
pamphlet explaining
National Socialism.

How we are light-years
away from the secular, Neo-
Christian ethics of the Alt-
Right can be surmised in
“Darwin’s
exterminationism”.

Presently Siege is only
available as a PDF.

“1945 was the year of the
total inversion of Aryan
values into Christian
values.” —Joseph Walsh

“With the death of Adolf
Hitler in the close of the
2nd World War in 1945
Western civilization, as it
had existed and is still
perceived DIED once and for
all. The only thing that was
left now was a gene pool.”
—James Mason

“The fall of Stalingrad is the
finish of Europe. There was
a cataclysm. The core of it
all was Stalingrad. There
you can say it was finished
and well finished, the white
civilisation.” —L.F. Céline

To unplug yourself from the
Matrix you really need to
undemonize Adolf Hitler,
Heinrich Himmler, National
Socialism and the Third
Reich. Click here to hit ten
articles on vital info about
the Second World War that
the controlled media
concealed from you.
 

Gens alba conservanda est
(“The white race must be

preserved”)

 

Worldly gain at the expense
of the Volk is the main
cause of the ongoing
destruction of the white
race.

See “Revaluation of
values”: a
paraphrase from

Francis Parker’s Yockey’s
The Enemy of Europe.

Fortunately, the collapse of
the dollar that is coming
will mark the beginning of
the end of America’s
economic and cultural
hegemony over Europe.
 

 
“The sign of the times is
degeneracy. This term—
degeneracy—sums up all
that is happening to the
West.”
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cesartort (at) yahoo

 

“RACISM”:

On the origin of the
word “racist”

The word “racism”
from the Nietzschean
viewpoint

 

Two texts by Wm. Pierce:

1. Best article
on the Jewish
question

2. The West’s darkest
hour
 

See how using non-white
labor in the Ancient World
or capitalism in the
Modern World is the main
factor for white decline:

Who We Are
(abridged)

 

For a couple of articles on
Richard Wagner and LOTR
click on pics below:

 

The Jewish Problem
(Jewish authors):

Larry Auster’s
unpublished chapter

Excerpts of Esau’s Tears

 

The Jewish Problem
(non-Jewish authors):

Definition of anti-
Semitism

The Culture of Critique’s
Preface

 

 

History of Jewry:

The saga of the European
Jews

Jew vs. White: More than
3,000 years of conflict

 

 

“Racism” is just an
expression of evolution.
All species go through
racial separation on their
path to speciation. No
exceptions.

In humans racist is just a
person who loves his
race, for example the
nymphs on this sidebar.
But in today’s mad West
the term “racist” de facto
means someone who
loves the white race to the
point of wanting to
preserve it.

 

Women from our
viewpoint:

The eternal feminine

On racial IQ studies:

The new enemies of
science

The roots of civilisation

 

Who am I?:

See an excerpted
translation from the
German Metapedia article
about me.
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Select Month

CATEGORIES

14 words

2001: A Space Odyssey
(movie)

Abortion

Abraham (patriarch)

Abraham Lincoln

Achilles

Adam Smith

Adolf Hitler

Adversus Christianos
(book)

Africa

Against the Fall of
Night (novel)

Agamemnon

Alaric

Albert Lindemann

Albert Schweitzer

Albert Speer

Albrecht Dürer

Alcibiades
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Aldous Huxley

Alex Linder

Alexander Alekhine

Alexander the Great

Alexandr Solzhenitsyn

Alexandria

Alexis de Tocqueville

Alfred Rosenberg

Alice Miller

Alt-Right / white
nationalism

American civil war

Americanism
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Ammianus Marcellinus

An Eye for an Eye
(book)

Ancient Greece
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Anders Breivik

Andrew Anglin
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Andrew Joyce

Angela Merkel

Anti-German
exterminationism

Anti-white
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Antichrist (book)

Antiochus IV
Epiphanes
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Apollo
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Arcadius
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Architecture
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Art
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Arthur C. Clarke
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Artificial Intelligence
(movie)

Aryan beauty

Aryan problem /
Deranged altruism

Asia
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Attila

Audios

Augustus
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Austria

Autobiography

Axiology

Aztec people

¿Me Ayudarás? (book)

Barack Obama
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Bible
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Bob Whitaker
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(novel)

Canada
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Cato

Celsus
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Charles Dickens

Charles Martel

Charles V

Chess

Child abuse

Childhood’s End
(novel)

China
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(CQ)

Christian views on Hell
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Christopher Columbus
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City of God (book)

Civil war

Civilisation (TV series)

Claudius

Clement of Alexandria

Colin Ross

Color of crime

Committee for
Skeptical Inquiry

Commodus

Communism /
Bolshevism

Conservatism

Conspiracy theories

Constans

Constantine

Constantine II

Constantinople

Constantius II

Corneliu Zelea
Codreanu

Counter-Reformation

Crusades

Currency crash

Daniel (biblical figure)

Dante Alighieri

Darkening Age (book)

David (king of Israel)

David Duke

David Friedrich
Strauss

David Irving

David Lane

Day of Wrath (book)

Daybreak Publishing

Death in Venice
(movie)

Decius
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Demeter

Democracy

Democritus
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Denmark

Der Ring des
Nibelungen (opera)

Destruction of Greco-
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Don Quixote (book)

Donald Trump
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Dresden

Dwight D. Eisenhower
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Economy

Edmund Burke
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Egypt
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Enoch Powell
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Esau's Tears (book)
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of Human Races
(book)
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Evil
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Fair Race’s Darkest
Hour (book)

Fascism

Feminism
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males

Film

Final solution

First World War

France

Francis Galton

Francis Parker Yockey

Francisco Franco
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Frankfurt School

Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Frederick the Great
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French Revolution

Friedrich Nietzsche
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From Jesus to Hitler
(book)
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George Orwell
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Germany
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God

Goethe

Gone with the Wind
(movie)

Gore Vidal

Goths

Gratian

Greg Johnson

Guillaume Faye

Gulag Archipelago
(book)

Gustave Doré

Hadrian

Hamlet (1948 film)

Hannibal

Hans F. K. Günther

Harold Covington

Harry S. Truman

Hate

Heinrich Himmler

Hellstorm (book)

Helmut Stellrecht

Henry VIII

Heracles

Hermann (Arminius)

Hermann Göring
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Hernán Cortés

Herod the Great

Herodotus

Hesiod

Hieronymus Bosch

Hippocrates

History

History of the decline
and fall of the Roman
Empire (book)

Hitler Youth

Hitler's table talk
(book)

Hojas Susurrantes
(book)

Holocaust

Holodomor

Homer

Homosexuality

Honorius (emperor)

Horace

Human sacrifice

Huns

Hunter (novel)

Hypatia of Alexandria

Ibycus

Iceland

Iliad (epic book)

Immanuel Kant

Immigration laws

Impeachment of Man
(book)

India

Individualism

Indo-European
heritage

Industrial Revolution

Infanticide

Inquisition

Intelligence quotient
(IQ)

Ireland

Isaac Newton

Isabella I of Castile

Isaiah (prophet)

Islam

Islamization of Europe

Israel

Italy

James Mason

James Watson

Jane Austen

Japan

Jared Taylor

Jean-Jacques
Rousseau

Jefferson Davis

Jeffrey Masson

Jeremy Bentham

Jerusalem

Jesus

Jewish hate groups

Jewish question (JQ)

Jewish–Roman wars

Jez Turner

Johannes Gutenberg

Johannes Kepler

John Calvin

John F. Kennedy

John Locke

John Milton

John Modrow

John of Patmos

John Stuart Mill

John the Evangelist

John Tyndall

José María Morelos

José Vasconcelos

Joseph Goebbels

Joseph Stalin

Josephus

Joshua

Jovian

Judaism

Julian (novel)

Julius Caesar

Julius Firmicus
Maternus

Justice

Justinian I

Juvenal

Karl Marx

Karl Popper

Karlheinz Deschner

Kenneth Clark

Kevin MacDonald

Kriminalgeschichte des
Christentums (books)

Ku Klux Klan

Lactantius

Latin America

Lawrence Auster

Leon Trotsky

Leonardo da Vinci

Leonidas

Libanius

Liberalism

Library of Alexandria

Literature

London

Lord of the Rings
(novel / film)

Lothrop Stoddard

Louis XIV of France

Louis-Ferdinand
Céline

Luke the Evangelist

Lycurgus

Maccabees

Madison Grant

Mainstream media

Manosphere

Manu Rodríguez
(blogger)

March of the Titans
(book)

Marcus Aurelius

Marcus Eli Ravage

Mark the Evangelist

Mark Twain

Mark Weber

Marriage

Martin Bormann

Martin Luther

Marxism

Materialism /
capitalism

Maternus Cynegius

Matt Koehl

Matthew the Evangelist

Matthias Grünewald

Maxfield Parrish

Maya civilization

Mein Kampf (book)

Men

Metaphysics of race /
sex

Mexico

Michael O'Meara

Michelangelo

Middle Ages

Middle East

Miguel Hidalgo y
Costilla

Militarism

Miscegenation

Miscellany

Moctezuma II

Monarchy

Mongols

Monocausalism

Montaigne

Montesquieu

Morgenthau Plan

Moscow

Moses (Hebrew
lawgiver)

Music

My pinacoteca

Name of the Rose
(novel)

Napoleon

National Socialism

Neanderthalism

Nero

New Spain

New Testament

New York

Newspeak

Niccolò Machiavelli

Nicolaus Copernicus

Non-white
immigration

Nordicism

Norman Rockwell

North America

Norway

Nuremberg

Obituaries

Occam's razor

Occidental Observer
(webzine)

Odysseus / Ulysses

Old Testament

Oliver Cromwell

On the Genealogy of
Morality (book)

On The Historicity of
Jesus (book)

Opera

Oracle of Delphi

Oratory

Origen

Oswald Mosley

Otto von Bismarck

Ottoman Empire

Ovid
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Parapsychology

Paris

Parsifal (opera)

Parthenon

Passing of the Great
Race (book)

Patriarchy

Pedagogy

Pederasty

Percy Bysshe Shelley
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Persephone

Persia

Peter Schiff

Petronius

Philippe Rushton

Philo
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Philosophy of history

Pindar

Plato

Pliny the Elder
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Poetry

Poland

Polybius

Pompey
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(Francisco I)
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Pope Theophilus of
Alexandria
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America

Prehistory
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(2005 movie)
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Psychiatry
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Psychohistory
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Puritans
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Racial studies
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Raphael
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Red terror

Reformation

Reinhard Heydrich

Religion

Rembrandt

Renaissance

René Descartes

Republic (Plato's book)

Revilo Oliver

Rhodesia

Richard Carrier

Richard Wagner

Richard Walther Darré

Rising Tide of Color
(book)

Robert Jay Mathews

Roger Devlin

Romanticism

Rome vs. Judea (book)

Romulus

Ronald Reagan

Russia

Russian Revolution

Sappho

Satyricon (novel)

Savitri Devi

Schizophrenia

Schutzstaffel (SS)

Science

Second World War

Seneca

Sense and Sensibility
(movie)

Sexual "liberation"

Siege (book)

Sigmund Freud

Silvano Arieti

Skepticism

Sleeping Beauty (1959
film)

Socrates

Solomon
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South Africa

Soviet Union
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St Ambrose
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St Cyril of Alexandria
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St Thomas Aquinas

Stefan Zweig
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Strabo

Struggle with the
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Sturmabteilung (SA)

Suetonius

Summer, 1945 (book)

Sweden

Switzerland

Sword

Tacitus

Temple of Artemis
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Temple of Serapis
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Theoderic the Great

Theodore Lidz

Theodoret

Theodosius I

Theodosius II

Theology

Third Reich

Thomas Cole

Thomas Goodrich

Thomas Hobbes

Thomas Jefferson

Thomas Szasz

Thucydides
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Zarathustra (book)

Tiberius

Titus

Tom Sunic

Trajan

Transvaluation of all
values

Trauma model of
mental disorders

Turin Shroud

Turner Diaries (novel)

Twilight of the idols
(book)

Two Hundred Years
Together (book)

Ukraine

Ulfilas

Uncategorized

Uncle Tom’s Cabin
(novel)
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Universalism

Valens
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Valentinian II
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Valerian
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Vikings

Vincent van Gogh
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Voltaire
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Ward Kendall
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Women
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Zosimus

Zweites Buch

The greatest of the
“conservative” thinkers,
Joseph de Maistre,
pointed out long ago that
the French Revolution led
the revolutionaries rather
than was led by them. For
he believed that certain
Providential forces rule
our lives. These forces he
saw in Christian terms,
but others, like
Heidegger, for instance,
saw them in terms of
Being, over which humans
have no control.

In either case, the force of
Providence or Being or
Destiny has a power that
has often made itself felt
in our history. For this
reason, I have little doubt
that Europeans will
eventually throw off the
Judeo-liberal system
programming their
destruction. I’m less
confident about we
Americans, given the
greater weakness of our
collective identity and
destiny. But nevertheless
even we might be saved
from ourselves by this
force—as long as we do
what is still in our power
to do.

—Michael O’Meara
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(scholarly site about the
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National Socialist friendly
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of primary NS sources).
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IN SPANISH

La hora más oscura

 

From Guillaume Faye's
"Mars & Hephaestus": 

The twenty-first century will
be a century of iron and
storms. It will not resemble
those harmonious futures
predicted up to the 1970s.
It will not be the global
village prophesied by
Marshall MacLuhan in 1966,
or Bill Gates’ planetary
network, or Francis
Fukuyama’s end of history:
a liberal global civilization
directed by a universal
state. 

The Third Age of European
Civilization commences, in
a tragic acceleration of the
historical process, with the
Treaty of Versailles and end
of the civil war of 1914-18:
the catastrophic twentieth
century. Four generations
were enough to undo the
labor of more than forty.
Europe fell victim to its own
tragic Prometheanism, its
own opening to the world
and universalism, oblivious
of all ethnic solidarity. 

The Fourth Age of European
civilization begins today. It
will be the Age of rebirth or
perdition. The twenty-first
century will be for this
civilization, the fateful
century, the century of life
or death. 

Let us cultivate the
pessimistic optimism of
Nietzsche. “There is no
more order to conserve; it is
necessary to create a new
one.” Will the beginning of
the twenty-first century be
difficult? Are all the
indicators in the red? So
much the better. They
predicted the end of history
after the collapse of the
USSR? We wish to speed its
return: thunderous,
bellicose, and archaic. Islam
resumes its wars of
conquest. China and India
wish to become
superpowers. And so forth.
The twenty-first century will
be placed under the double
sign of Mars, the god of
war, and of Hephaestus, the
god who forges swords, the
master of technology and
the chthonic fires. This
century will be that of the
metamorphic rebirth of
Europe, like the Phoenix, or
of its disappearance as a
historical civilization and its
transformation into a
cosmopolitan and sterile
Luna Park. 

The beginning of twenty-
first century will be the
despairing midnight of the
world of which Hölderlin
spoke. But it is always
darkest before the dawn.
Let us prepare our children
for war. Let us educate our
youth, be it only a minority,
as a new aristocracy. 

Today we need more than
morality. We need
hypermorality, the
Nietzschean ethics of
difficult times. When one
defends one’s people, i.e.,
one’s own children, one
defends the essential. Then
one follows the rule of
Agamemnon and Leonidas
but also of Charles Martel:
what prevails is the law of
the sword, whose bronze or
steel reflects the glare of
the sun. 

T A G S:

4 words

 

For Spanish-speakers: an
autobiography of the
editor of this site in two
volumes is available: here
and here. 

 

He who has not read Day
of Wrath has not looked
at the admin of this site in
the eyes. A hard copy is
available: here. For an
introduction see: here.

______  ______

“Hate is not some useless
organ like the appendix.
It’s there for a reason.

Why does Christianity do
all it can to talk us out of
necessary and functional
drives?

Well, the answer is that
it’s a bit of software
meant to disable our
enemy recognition
module. Christianity
preaches blind love, and
that love is murdering the
West”. – Alex Linder

 

“Why were you so
ungrateful to our gods as
to desert them for the
Jews?” —Emperor Julian to
the Christians

Regarding the sticky
post see esp. post #37.
For the context of the
Christian problem see:
here.
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When you forbid your
enemy to hate, you’ve
disarmed him.
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